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Following Jesus Means 

Hymns: 464 – 428 – 550 -- 510  

 
All Scripture quotations from NIV 1984 

 

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 
his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disci-
ple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridi-
cule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he 
is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will 
send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you 
who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  

 

Following Jesus Means   

1. Hating 

 A. Jesus’ comment 
 1. Usually teaches us to love 
 2. Context: “Carry cross” 
 3. People can hinder us 
 4. Life can hinder us 
        B.  Examples 
 1. Family Christmas gathering 
 2. Home ownership 
II. Committing 
         A.  Jesus’ story 
 1. Tower demands commitment 
 2. Figure out ahead to time 
         B.  Commitment needed 
 1. Punchline 
 2. Cost involved later if not sooner 
 3. Goal needs longterm commitment 
         C. Personal Evaluation 
 1. Don’t like cost; can’t keep commitment 
 2. Jesus makes it possible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.   Fighting 
       A.  Jesus’ story 
  1. Battle—possible victory? 
  2. If lose, don’t fight 
 B. Fighting required 
  1. Becoming Xian = no pain 
  2. Fight with devil 
  3. Fight with world 
  4. Fight with self 
 C.  Can’t win on my own 
  1. Jesus wants that conclusion 
  2. Jesus helps us fight. May you be 
followers of Jesus 








